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20 May 1986 :

6:30 P .M.
The Pelton Case and the Pregs

JENNINGS The Reagan
Administration is on the attack
against the news media once
again. This time the focus is
On reports about the accused
Spy Ronald Pelton and secrets
that he allegedly shared with
the Soviet Union.

' As ABC's Jim Wooten reports,

this: time the pressure oun the
news media is coming directly
fron the Oval Office. '

JIM WOCOTEN: Monday morning.
NBC News says Peltan sold the
KGB vixai_Jnﬁﬁgmggion about:

,gﬁ:::zg;ﬁéﬁrﬁﬁkﬁg_{ﬁ project with

the code name Ivy Bells,
believed to be a top secret
underwater eavesdropping
operation by American sub-

marines inside Russian harbors,

WOOTEN: Monday afternoon.
CIA _Director William Casey
‘recommends that NBC be crimin-
ally prosecuted for its report.,
Mr. Casey previously wanted
five other news organizations

rosecuted for publishing U.S
intercepts of Libyan cables,
byt  the Justice Department
declined because a 1950 statute
has never been used against the

‘press, _
But this case may be
differen' . The White House

corfirme today that the
Pre:i~“:n- himself ha. PF "SoN=-
‘all: wa ned "ashincton Post
owr :r Y3t yarine Graham te days
agr t' st 3any publicat.on F the
stcey NB brosdcast 7esl 'rday
wo' Lo ferce the governm at to
pPre se yt 2, So far, the Post
ha: it nheld publicutic . and
conmie-:t,

65R000605140023-4

S “ilton  dig tel. the

Pra—

Sovie 3 about Operatim Ivy
Be . Ts, t2telligence gat ering
by 1.5 ibmarines Within Fheir
Ow!_ports, that Capabili y, at
le:st, t9uldn't have ccme as
much ,f 3 Surprise . in Moscow.
The New ork Times descrived it
grfcisely 11 years ago. And
Just last yeéar this pgook
offered even more detail,
Moreover, 2ven before the
NB® broadcast, the Sunda

ha 3lroady made refere.ace by
fare to he secret intelliqence

Bri ject,
‘ith 31l tw ¢ leakage ast

an._pres=nt, >enator Patrick

thinks Mr, gagg!'a erobably
going after the Nrong people.
SEN. LEAHY: If you prose-
cute the press, you're prosecy-
ting the Symptoms, not the
Problem. Go after the people
who are doing the leaking.

That's where our real pcoblem
is, '

. WOOTEN: Byt Mp. Casey seems
deadlz serious about taking NBC;
t o court, and anybody else who
reports the exig;gncg of
Operation Iv Bells.

The Justice Department is
still unenthusiastic about
prosecution, But with the
Bgesident now in the CIA
Oirector's corner, that Could

very weil change
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